
St Cuthbert Without Parish Council      30 January 2020 

 

Agenda Item: 95 

 

Grass Cutting 
 

Members are asked to note the report and to resolve whether to go out to tender based on the 

recommendations from the Clerk/RFO 

 

Background 

As reported to the last meeting, Colville Grounds Maintenance decided (for personal reasons) to 

terminate the contract for the Grounds Maintenance and Grass Cutting.   

The Existing Specification  

The existing specification (in place since April 2017) is as follows: 

1. “Cut and collect all grass and maintain the following areas 14no times per year: 

• Blackwell Common, Durdar Road, Carlisle 

• Land known as Brisco Common 

• Wreay Green and churchyard 

• Picnic Site at Newbiggin Road, Carleton 

• Weedkilling to be undertake around trees on the above areas, when deemed necessary* 
*Strimming is not to be undertaken around trees. 

 

2. Cut and collect grass and maintain the following areas 10no times per year and leave grass 
longer than usual to encourage wildlife and dissuade vehicles: 

• Land at Lowry Street, Carlisle 
 

3. Picnic site at Newbiggin Road, Carleton only: 

• Weed control all pathways (including Newbiggin Bridge), as necessary spring and autumn 

• Twice per year cut back  and trim all perimeter trees around the car park and picnic areas 
together with any undergrowth on the path from Newbiggin Bridge down to the river bank (that 
is on the west side of the bridge) 

• Twice per year at the end of April & July, replenish bark mulch around the picnic tables 

• Twice per year strim out the copse between the picnic area and Newbiggin Road and remove all 
accumulated rubbish – both green and other 

• Strimming around car park area to be undertaken, when grass cutting is undertaken.   

• Mid October and mid-November clear out all leaves and debris from car park and pathways 

• Empty 3no litter bins on a weekly basis including and replace liners throughout year 

• Empty dedicated dog waste bin, within the car park, weekly throughout the year and clean 
inside and outside every two weeks throughout the year  



• Spray public footpath under the motorway for a length of 2 metres at either end with a mixture 
of citronella and vinegar (or similar) to discourage dogs from fouling under the bridge 

 

4. Blackwell Common, football pitch: 

• Mark out football pitch in January, June and September 
 

5. Report any matters requiring attention to the Clerk to the Parish Council 
 

The price quoted is to include the supply/provision of all materials, products, containers, equipment, 

labour, together with the removal and disposal of all green and all other waste materials.  

Contractors will be asked to confirm that they comply with all relevant British Standards’ 

Specifications and Codes of Practice. 

 

Public liability insurance must be held to a minimum value of £5,000,000 to ensure that this Parish 

Council is fully indemnified against all and any claims that may result from of any work undertaken 

by you your employees and or your agents or anyone working on your behalf.   

 

The Parish Council will require sight of the certificate of insurance  

 

The Parish Council will require sight of the licences for disposal of all types of waste 

 

The names and contact details of at least two people will be required to enable references to be 

taken up by the Parish Council” 

 

The Issues and Recommendations for Change 

I have highlighted in bold the areas that I have identified need to be reviewed: 

1. Cut and Collect – modern practice is to “cut and leave” because this is considered to be 

more environmentally friendly and better practice where grounds conditions are wet.   

 

The recommendation is that Contractors are asked to price for both and to make their 

recommendations for which method would be best suited to each site.  When they price for 

“cut and leave” they have to include for removing grass clippings off footways/play 

equipment/seating areas/footpaths by brush or blower. 

 

2. 14 times per year – increasingly wet conditions are making this impossible to achieve 

without damaging the grassed areas most of which are in amenity areas.   

 

The recommendation is that Contractors are asked to price for 

a. a minimum of 10 cuts per year at Blackwell Common and at Wreay Village Green; 



b. a minimum of 8 cuts per year at Brisco Common; Picnic Site at Carleton; and Lowry 

Street. 

c. extra one-off cuts (if required) at any of the above sites.   

 

3. Brisco Common – CGM struggled to get equipment on and off because the Common is so 

wet.  Separate to re-letting the grass contract the Clerk recommends that the she explore 

costs for improving drainage and potential for grant funding the works needed to improve 

the ground condition on the Common. 

 

4. Wreay Churchyard - this should be removed from specification as I understand from local 

Councillor that this is being done by someone else. 

 

5. Emptying and maintenance of bins including dog bin at Carleton Picnic Area – the City 

Council are interested in doing this work on a permanent basis at a low cost – Clerk will 

report at the meeting.  The City Council would do one-off disposal of dead animals for 

example within their overall charges whereas historically this has been an add on. 

Recommendation to make this a refuge collection issue rather than part of grounds 

maintenance and thereby enable more companies to tender and not be excluded because 

they do not have necessary waste licenses. 

 

6. Blackwell Common Football Pitch – I have not seen a football pitch marked out and assume 

this was removed from the Contract before I started? 

 

7. Tree Planting – a price should be got for replacing tree guards when trees outgrow them.  A 

number need doing at Blackwell and Brisco Common. 

 

Wreay Village Green and Church Commissioners 

As also referred to at Agenda Item 105, I have opened a dialogue with the Church Commissioners 

about defining the Parish Council’s relationship with them as landowners of Wreay Village Green in 

light of the fact the Parish Council maintains the grass and the trees.  I will report verbally if I have 

any updates by the meeting.  In the meantime the recommendation is to keep the grass cutting for 

Wreay Village Green in the specification. 

Next Steps 

If the above is approved the Clerk will amend the specification and invite relevant companies to 

tender.  The Clerk already has a list of 6 companies to invite to tender and is continuing to scan for 

others.  Following discussion with Chairman who is concerned that Parish Council is transparent, she 

suggests that an advert is placed in the Cumberland News advising the contract is up for renewal and 

to contact her for the tender documents.  This is estimated to cost around £30.00.   

The aim will be to bring a report to the March meeting to enable the contract to start on 1 April 

2020. 

 

 


