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Wreay – Potential for Designating a Conservation Area 

 

Draft Pre Designation Conservation Area Appraisal  

1.0 Introduction 

1.1 The village of Wreay lies just over 4 miles south of the centre of Carlisle. It is within the Parish 
of St Cuthbert’s Without, and sits in a rural setting between the M6 to the west and the River Petteril 
to the east.   
 
1.2 The 1997 Carlisle District Local Plan identified in Policy E38 a number of potential future 
conservation areas – this included Wreay but since this date no formal measures have been 
undertaken to assess Wreay’s suitability for designation. Local planning authorities are under a 
positive legal duty to assess their area from time to time to review conservation area coverage. 
Conservation Areas are designated by Local Planning Authorities under the duty set out in Section 69 
‘Conservation Areas’ of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act, 1990. The Act 
requires that: 

(1) Every local planning authority— 

(a) shall from time to time determine which parts of their area are areas of special architectural or 

historic interest the character or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance, and 

(b) shall designate those areas as conservation areas. 

1.3 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF, February 2019) states that heritage assets, 
including conservation areas, “are an irreplaceable resource and should be conserved in a manner 
appropriate to their significance, so that they can be enjoyed for their contribution to the quality of 
life of existing and future generations” (paragraph 184). 
It also says: 
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“When considering the designation of conservation areas, local planning authorities should ensure 
that an area justifies such status because of its special  architectural or historic interest, and that 
the concept of conservation is not devalued through the designation of areas that lack special 
interest” (paragraph 186). 

The purpose of this document is to assess the potential for the designation of the village of Wreay as 

a conservation area.  

1.4 This appraisal seeks to assess the special character of Wreay as a potential conservation area. 

It sets out which features make the area special and gives a recommendation over whether the 

creation of a conservation area at Wreay should be established.  

1.5 Wreay can be characterised as a small, nucleated village, with agricultural origins, which 

retains its rural setting and distinctive character. It is predominantly stone-built and its footprint has 

not expanded far beyond its 19th century level of development. It is remarkable for its association with 

the late Georgian/early Victorian self-taught building designer Sarah Losh, and has a legacy of her 

distinctive buildings, many of which are statutorily listed.   Other buildings in the village are 

representative of the north-Cumbrian vernacular, and all is set within a landscape context of fields 

and substantial tree planting, much of it attributable to the Losh family.  

1.6 Planning Policy Context  

The Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 imposes a duty on Local Authorities 

to designate as conservation areas any "areas of special architectural or historic interest, the character 

or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance". The Act emphasises that the appraisal 

and designation of conservation areas are not to be considered ends in themselves. It places a duty 

on local authorities to draw up and publish proposals for the preservation and enhancement of 

conservation areas in their districts, and to consult the local community about these proposals. 

The Carlisle District Local Plan (2015-30) has several policies relating to Conservation Areas, the most 

important being HE7 - 

“HE7 Conservation Areas” – The supporting text for Policy HE7 states that “The Council will continue 
to review existing and designate new conservation areas to ensure that the areas continue to justify 
their conservation area status through their special architectural and historic interest thus ensuring 
the concept of conservation is not devalued through the inclusion of areas lacking special merit. In 
order to promote the enhancement of conservation areas the City Council will carry out appraisals 
for each area, highlighting its special characteristics as well as any existing problems and make 
suggestions regarding their solution”   
The policy states that: 

“Any new development and/or alterations to buildings in conservation areas should preserve or 
enhance the special character and appearance of the conservation area and its setting.  
Specifically proposals should: 
 
1. seek to harmonise with their surroundings and be sympathetic to the setting, scale, density and 
physical characteristics of the conservation area; 
2. preserve or enhance features which contribute positively to the area’s character or appearance, in 
particular the design, massing and height of the building should closely relate to adjacent buildings 
and should not have an unacceptable impact on the townscape or landscape; 
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3. not have an unacceptable impact on the historic street patterns/boundaries, roofscape, skyline 
and setting of the conservation area, important open spaces or significant views into, out of and 
within the area; 
4. not, other than as a last resort, result in demolition and redevelopment behind retained facades;  
5. wherever practicable, draw on a local pallet of materials to reinforce the distinctiveness of an 
area; 
6. retain individual features of interest e.g. doorways, windows, shopfronts, garden walls, railings, 
cobbled or flagged forecourts, sandstone kerbs, trees and hedges etc. Where this is not possible or 
practical any replacement should match the original; and 
7. not generate a significant increase in traffic movements, heavy vehicles or excessive parking 
demands where these would be prejudicial to the character of the conservation area. 
 
Proposals to utilise vacant land for car parking for interim or longer term use within conservation 
areas, will be resisted except in exceptional circumstances.  
 
Development which would result in harm to a public or private open space that contributes positively 
to the character of a conservation area will be permitted only where this harm is outweighed by the 
public benefits of the proposals.  
 
There will be a presumption in favour of the retention of buildings and/or features which make a 
positive contribution to the special character and appearance of a conservation area. Demolition or 
other substantial loss of these assets will only be permitted where it can be clearly demonstrated that 
the tests set out in national policy can be met. Such proposals must also be accompanied 
by clear details of the proposed redevelopment”. 
 
Further relevant Local Plan policies include: 
Policy SP 7 – ‘Valuing our Heritage and Cultural Identity’ 
Policy HE 3 ‘Listed Buildings’ and 
Policy HE 6 ‘Locally Important Heritage Assets’  
 
Policy SP7 states that the Council will ‘seek to identify, protect and enhance locally identified 
heritage assets’ and to ‘produce conservation area appraisals and management plans’. 
 
Historic England’s advice Note 1 - ‘Conservation Area Designation, Appraisal & Management’, 
(February 2016) provides guidance on what can and cannot normally form the basis of an area. It 
suggests considering places where the controls which designation brings would be of 
benefit such as:  

• Varied areas with numbers of designated heritage assets 

• Areas defined by particular architectural styles or materials 

• Areas linked to a theme of local interest such as an industry or a person 

• Areas with historically significant layouts visible in the modern street pattern or built 
development 

• Areas with special public realm, designed landscapes or open spaces. 
It also encourages consideration of the following: 

• Development from more recent times 

• Wider development patterns as well as building groups 

• Areas with archaeological potential, the setting of settlements 
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1.7 Protection Offered by Designation as a Conservation Area  

 

Conservation area designation introduces controls over the way owners can alter or develop their 
properties. However, owners of residential properties generally consider these controls to be 
beneficial because they also sustain, and/or enhance, the value of property within it. This has been 
confirmed by recent research by the London School of Economics1. 

  

These controls include: 

• the requirement in legislation and national planning policies to preserve and/or enhance the 
character or appearance of the area in accordance with Section 72 of the Planning (Listed Buildings 
and Conservation Areas) Act 1990.  

• local planning policies which pay special attention to the desirability of preserving or 
enhancing the character or appearance of the area’2 

• control over demolition of unlisted buildings 

• control over works to trees 

• fewer types of advertisements which can be displayed with ‘deemed consent’ 

• restriction on the types of development which can be carried out without the need for 
planning permission (permitted development rights) 
 
1.8 The designation of a conservation area does not mean every building will be preserved and no 
changes allowed. Change is inevitable and may be necessary for the day-to-day life, prosperity and 
enhancement of an area. But designation helps ensure changes respect the area’s character and 
appearance.  
 
The additional planning controls within conservation areas give more control over new development 
to ensure it is of good quality and protection for important features or buildings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 See G Ahlfeldt, N Holman and N Wendland, An Assessment of the effects of Conservation Areas on Value, London School 

of Economics, 2012 - https://historicengland.org.uk/research/current-research/social-and-economic-research/role-and-
impact-of-heritage/value-conservation-areas/ 
2 see Planning Practice Guidance: Conserving and Enhancing the Historic Environment, paragraphs 002 (reference ID:18a-

002-20140306); 025 (reference ID: 18a-025-20140306); 047 (reference ID: 18a-047-20140306) 
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2.0 Character Appraisal 

2.1 Summary of Special Interest: Definition of the Potential Wreay Conservation Area’s 

Special Interest 

2.2 Wreay is a rural, nucleated village with its origins in agriculture. Although it lies close to the 

M6, Wreay retains a tranquil and rural character. It has experienced very limited expansion in the C20 

and its building stock is generally locally distinctive – typically buff-sandstone under slate roofs. It is 

notable for its association with the Losh family - local landlords whose land management, landscape 

planting and endowments of a fine set of buildings for public use in the village, raise Wreay well above 

most  similar-sized  rural settlements. In particular the building legacy is that of Sarah Losh (1785-

1853), whose Church of St Mary and several other associated buildings are statutorily listed – the 

Church being Grade II*. Near the church are a series of other Sarah Losh buildings – seemingly forming 

a ‘memorial landscape’ conceived by Sarah as a tribute to her deceased parents and sister. These ring 

the open space north of the Church with a unique array of high-quality listed buildings and other 

heritage assets.  

2.3 The unlisted buildings of the village – including the Plough Inn, and a series of cottages, 

generally provide a high-quality vernacular background in which these highly unusual Sarah Losh 

buildings sit – a juxtaposition of the ordinary and extraordinary that makes Wreay unique.  

 

Figure 1 The Grade II* listed Church of St Mary 
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2.4 Assessment of Special Interest 

2. 4.1 Location and Setting 

2.4.2 The village of Wreay is located just over four miles due south of the centre of Carlisle and 2.5 

miles south of its southern edge. Part of the Parish of ‘St Cuthbert’s Without’, it is a small, nucleated 

village, with its residences located mainly east of 

the Brisco Road, but with scattered elements also 

set along the other roads which are linked by a 

short section south of St Mary’s Church. Although 

the M6 lies close by to the west, and the west 

coast main line lies only 150m east of the village 

edge, the village retains a very rural and tranquil 

character. Its wider context is a patchwork of 

fields, hedgerows and woodlands, with an 

increasingly undulating landscape to the east and 

the Petteril valley. A small village green lies just 

south of the Church.  

2.4.3 Bounded by the Parish of St Cuthbert’s to 

the north and west, and High Hesket to the 

south, its fertile soils, meadows and arable land 

rests on clay and sometimes sandy subsoil. The 

parish contains the village of its own name, and the hamlets of High Wreay and Fouldbridge. 

2.4.4 The village sits at the irregular  junction of four rural roads, with a fifth minor lane ‘Waygates’ 

leading eastwards to Park House Farm. The main route through the village is the Brisco Road, running 

roughly north-south before crossing the Petteril and splitting again before its main branch joins the 

A6, the historic Roman Road linking Carlisle with the south. The now minor ‘Waygates’ leading to Park 

House Farm also leads to the Scheduled Monument Park House Roman Fort. Just east of this, over the 

Petteril, lie two further Scheduled Monuments, these being Roman tile works at Scalesceugh Hall, just 

off the A6.  

2.4.5 Its layout is very similar to that which existed in the mid C19th as can be seen in Figure 5. 
The field pattern retains a strong presence today.  
 
2.4.6 Along with Brisco to the north it is a village with origins in agriculture, although it distinguishes 

itself from the many other dispersed villages of the District by its unusually unspoiled character and 

its legacy of highly distinctive C19 buildings designed by Sarah Losh. There is no strong agricultural 

presence in the form of farms within Wreay, although many of the houses do have adjoining barns 

and outbuildings.  

2.4.7 The topography of the main body of the village is largely level, and retains agricultural use that 

penetrates to the centre of Wreay, notably the large area of pasture north of the Church. To the north 

and west the level agricultural ground continues, interrupted only by the M6 motorway. To the east 

and south east, the ground becomes more undulating, with a significant descent to the River Petteril 

Figure 2 General location 
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which wends through its 

valley heading north to 

Carlisle. East of the Petteril 

the ground again is 

undulating, until it meets 

the A6.  

2.4.8 The village is well-

wooded with a legacy of 

mature tree planting, and 

the wider landscape is a 

patchwork of attractive 

fields, hedgerows and 

copses – much of which is 

attributed to the Losh 

families’ landscaping 

activities in the late C18 and 

early C19.     

2..4.9 There are 8 listed buildings in the village which is a high proportion given its individual 

buildings total only 50 or so.  

2.5 Character Areas 

2.5.1 The size of the village suggests that subdivision into character areas is unlikely to be required. 

The villages focal point is the Grade II* St Mary’s Church, facing the green and with the ‘Plough Inn’ 

public house a short distance away. To the north of the church is the open space around which the 

‘memorial landscape’ designed and created by Sarah Losh is arrayed. Housing is predominantly 

arrayed along the Brisco Road’s eastern side.  

 

Figure 3  Listed buildings and key features in immediate vicinity of Wreay 

Figure 4  The southern approach to Wreay - Plough Inn to the right and village green to the left 
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2.6 Historic Development and Archaeology 

2.6.1 The fertile agricultural land at Wreay, a 

spring, and proximity to the River Petteril is likely to 

have made the site attractive to habitation since 

early times. The River Petteril was a focus for 

prehistoric activity but most of the recorded 

prehistoric archaeological sites lie on the eastern side 

of the river and away from the village.  The few 

known remains on the western side around Wreay 

comprise cropmarks that are shown on aerial 

photos.  These cropmarks are former enclosures that 

would have held farm animals probably during the 

Iron Age, and also relic field boundaries from a similar 

period. 

2.6.2 Remains from the Roman period are 

concentrated on the eastern side of the River Petteril 

and spread along the line of the modern A6, which is 

the route of the Roman road between Carlisle and 

the forts at Old Penrith and Brougham.  An important 

industrial site that made pottery and tiles and was 

under the control of the Roman military is located at 

Scalesceugh Hall.  A Roman fort is positioned nearby 

at Park House Farm and linked to the tile-

manufacture site by a zig-zagged road that crossed 

the river. 

2.6.3 During the medieval period, Wreay lay on 

the edge of Inglewood Forest and was called 

‘Peterelwra’, meaning ‘a clearing in the wood beside 

the Petteril’.  There are no surviving buildings from 

the medieval period in the village.  The 13th century 

Church of St Mary was reportedly in a very poor state 

when it was demolished to make way for Sarah 

Losh’s church in the 1840’s.  It stood on, or very close 

to, the site of the present church.  The only other 

building that is known from this period is a 16th 

century defensive tower that once stood at 

Woodside Farm. When the old Chapel was dismantled 

Losh wrote that ‘On clearing the ground for the present chapel, the workmen discovered at no great 

depth, a series of broad, thick, white flagstones, forming two angles of a considerable building, of 

which no other trace has been left’. She speculated that ‘It is possible that a square tower may have 

anciently occupied this place, adjoining to which is a field still denominated the guards. Some sort of 

defence must have been required at a manufacturing village, as Wreay formerly was, especially 

Figure 5 1866, 1945 and current Ordnance Survey 
mapping 
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exposed to aggression by its proximity to Inglewood Forest, the noted retreat of desperate outlaws’. 

Matthews p66 

2.6.4 Historic Landscape Characterisation (HLC) mapping has identified a large area to the south of 

the Church is an area of former common arable land. To the east of the Carlisle Road is ‘ancient 

enclosure’ and to the west, C19th ‘parliamentary enclosures’. 

2.6.5 In the 17th and 18th Centuries the common land was diminished by acts of parliamentary 

enclosure. At Wreay the Common north of the Church was enclosed in 1778 with hedges to be used 

for ‘cow grassing for the parish clerk’. Because Wreay lay on the edge of Inglewood Forest, the HLC 

shows that much of the land was unenclosed until a comparatively late date in the early 19th century.     

2.6.6 Wreay retains its rural character although it is sandwiched between the busy M6 and the 

railway. The railway - now known as the West Coast Main Line (WCML) was originally built as the 

London and North Western Railway (L&NWR). It was constructed between the village and the River 

Petteril, and was opened in 1846. Wreay has been served by both Brisco and Wreay Stations. Brisco 

Station operated only briefly, closing in 1852. Wreay Station opened in 1853 and operated until its 

closure in 1943. The  station buildings are now private houses. 

  

2.7 The Losh Family and Wreay 

2.7.1 The Losh family 

gained greatly from the 

enclosures, and held 600 

acres on both sides of the 

Brisco Road, as far as 

Upperby. William 

Hutchinson, in his 1794 ‘The 

History of Cumberland’ 

wrote that Wreay held ’21 

families, sixty men and fifty-

four women’ and that ‘Mr 

Losh of Woodside is making 

everything smile round him; 

his garden, his farms, are 

almost daily under his 

improving hands, lands too barren for tillage he plants with wood’. Uglow p44. The same John Losh, 

(Sarah’s father) planted larch extensively, along with sessile oaks which remain prevalent in the area. 

The larches were a forestry crop, the wood being resistant to rot and good for fencing and for the 

cladding of buildings. The Losh interest in planting continued with Sarah’s introduction of evergreens 

to the centre of the village, (Uglow p8). 

2.7.2 Already wealthy Cumbrian landowners, the Losh fortunes were increased by the opening of 

an alkali works in Walker in Newcastle which was founded in the 1790s by John Losh and which 

Figure 6  Woodside, as it stood in 1905, after remodelling by Sarah Losh 
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provided a source of synthetic alkali for the glass 

making and bleaching industries. The prospering of 

this industry allowed a fortune which Sarah and her 

younger sister Katharine jointly inherited on his 

death in 1814. 

2.7.3 Sarah Losh (1785-1853) was inspired by 

her 1815 ‘Grand Tour’ of France, Germany and 

Italy, which she took alongside her sister Katharine, 

to develop an interest in architecture which 

stamped itself so clearly on the village.  

2.7.4 The inhabitants of Wreay in the early C19 

were almost exclusively tenants of the Losh family. 

Of a progressive ‘Whig’ tendency, the Losh sisters 

expended their finances on public works – they 

paid for the bulk of a new bridge over the Petteril 

south of the village - and in the late 1820s they built 

the new ‘Dame Infant’s School’, as females were 

until then not catered for. The new ‘Dame School’ 

– now known as ‘Wreaysyke Fold - still stands on 

the western side of the Brisco road to the north of 

the village. The funding of schools and public works 

by local gentry was not unheard of, but what was 

remarkable in Wreay is that not only did the Losh 

sisters fund the project, but also designed it, and 

oversaw its building.  

2.7.5 The Dame School was followed in 1830 by 

a new ‘free school’, to replace the 1750 school 

house endowed by the ‘Twelve Men of Wreay’ – 

the local committee who met yearly to allocate 

public funds and oversee projects in the village. This 

1830 school forms the core of the present Wreay 

Infant School.  

2.7.6 The Grand Tour inspiration then 

manifested itself strongly in the design of the new 

School Master’s house – Pompeian Cottage – now 

listed at Grade II and located on the northern side 

of the road striking westwards from the centre of 

Wreay. This building is a replica of a house 

unearthed at Pompeii, with its curious monopitch 

design and crowstepped detailing buried in the 

gables.  

Figure 7 A bust of Sarah Losh in the Mortuary Chapel - now 
the Sarah Losh Heritage Centre 

Figure 8 The Dame School, now a private residence 

Figure 9 ‘Pompeian Cottage’ built for the school master 
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2.7.8 The antiquarian tend-

encies of the Sisters was to focus 

next on a memorial to their 

parents, a cross based on the 7th 

Century Bewcastle obelisk, but 

before it was commissioned, in 

1834 Katharine Losh took ill and 

died early in 1835 at the age of 

47. Sarah’s response was to 

embark on the design and 

building of a series of memorial 

structures. This included the 1835 

Chapel of Rest, located to the 

north of the village next to the 

Cemetery, and now the Sarah 

Losh Heritage Centre. The 

building is a copy of the ancient 

Chapel of St Piran, which had been briefly unearthed from shifting sand dunes in Cornwall in 1835, 

and recorded by antiquarian John Mitchell.  Sarah obtained drawings and measurements and created 

a replica to serve the new graveyard which they provided for Wreay to ease its overcrowded existing 

graveyard.  

2.7.9 On the request of Sarah Losh the road which passed north of the original C14 chapel of Wreay 

was diverted to the south in order to free up land to build her Church. The open land between the 

Church and the new cemetery remains undeveloped – an atmospheric expanse of countryside 

penetrating to the heart of the village and ringed with the civic and spiritual buildings designed by 

Sarah Losh.  

Figure 8  The 'Chapel of Rest' (Mortuary Chapel) - image taken 2015 prior to 
conversion to Heritage Centre 

Figure 9  The Chapel of Rest viewed across pastureland from the graveyard of the Church of St Mary, with Candlemas 
Cottage and the Dame School to the right 
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 3.0 Spatial Analysis & Settlement Pattern 

3.1 The character and interrelationship of spaces within the area 

3.1.1 The historic focus of buildings 

at Wreay has been a tight cluster east 

and south of the irregular crossroad. 

The Plough Inn and the smithy 

present on the 1st Edition Ordnance 

Survey Map (1866) show a focus of 

activity here. The settlement has 

never been large, rising in population 

from 118 in 1801 to a peak of 181 in 

1881, then falling back to 131 by 1931 

(the last census year for which 

separate figure availablei). A handful 

of new houses have been built with 

small developments east of the Brisco 

road and at the more recent ‘Saint 

Mary’s Court’ to the west of the 

School.   

3.1.2 On the outskirts of the village an extensive 

pasture to the east is studded with mature trees as it runs 

down towards the River Petteril (Figure 10). This land is 

understood to have formed an extended ‘parkland’ 

setting for Wreay Syke, home of Losh’s nephew William 

Septimus. This grand but unlisted house has design 

references that draw on  Sarah’s designs – notably its 

round-headed windows.  

3.1.3 More conventional agricultural land lies to the 

west and undulating farmland to the south. North of the 

Church lies the open grazing land ringed by Losh 

structures (Figure 10). North of this, conventional 

agricultural extends northwards to Brisco.  

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 10  Wreay viewed from the south east (Image copyright Visit Cumbria) 

Figure 11 Cottages fronting the Green 

Figure 12 A wing of ‘Wreay Syke’ – built in th e1840s 
by William Septimu and Sarah Spencer Losh – Cousins 
to Sarah Loshs   
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4.0 Key views and vistas 

4.1 When approached from 

the south from the A6 along the 

C1017 the village is glimpsed 

occasionally though the hedges 

and trees on the far side of the 

River Petteril, until it becomes 

prominent on crossing the 

Petteril at Wreay Bridge. As one 

ascends the road the Church of 

St Mary can be seen as Wreay’s 

primary landmark. Figure 12 

shows Wreay in its cluster of 

mature trees framed by open 

fields with Wreay Hall Farm in the 

foreground (Eden District). 

4.2 From the C1041 to the 

south east, the approach is again 

rural but with flatter terrain – 

Wreay closes the vista but with 

its buildings almost lost in its 

mature tree cover. 

4.3 From due east, along the 

U1159 the approach to Wreay 

includes some very dispersed 

modern housing and prominent 

agricultural sheds. As Wreay 

draws closer though Pompeian 

Cottage is passed on the left, 

followed by the utilitarian 

modern village hall and new 

development to the south of this.  

At this point the Losh Mausoleum 

comes into view, with the Church 

set amongst trees to the right and 

to the left the expanse of pasture 

on whose far side sit the Dame 

School, Candlemas Cottage and the Mortuary Chapel (Figure 09). In winter the austerity of this open 

space is in striking contrast to the intimate rural periphery of the rest of Wreay, and is significant in 

forming the setting of the various listed buildings which are arrayed around it – the appearance is 

more reminiscent of the Bewcastle area which inspired the Celtic cross than the gentler farmed 

landscape elsewhere in Wreay. In summer extensive planting softens the view into this space. 

Figure 13  Wreay occupies an elevated position over the River Petteril – a key view 
from the south west 

Figure 114  Wreay as seen from the south eastern approach along the C1041 

Figure 15 The eastern approach to Wreay, with the modern village hall in the middle-
distance 
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4.4 Approaching from the north 

the sparsely hedged open pasture 

frames both sides of the Brisco 

Road, the route is well-planted with 

mature oaks which may require a 

replacement strategy as they are 

almost all veterans. Candlemas 

Cottage announces the outskirts of 

Wreay, with its low and simple form 

matching the adjacent Mortuary 

Chapel. As the village centre is 

neared inoffensive late C20, and 

more recent, development is 

predominant on the left-hand side 

of the road while the extensive 

pasture to the west is largely clear of 

intrusion. The village heart is dominated by the mature planting in the grounds of the Church of St 

Mary, and the definition given to the central green by back-of the footpath C18 and C19 cottages. The 

crossroads affords views south to open countryside, west to ‘the Glebe’ the former vicarage – which 

almost deliberately terminate this view – and north across the expansive pasture back towards the 

Chapel of Rest and Wreay cemetery.  

4.5 Key views are present from the Church across to the Mortuary Chapel (Figure 16) and there is 

strong intervisibility between the Losh structures arrayed around the open space north of the Church.  

5.0 Public Realm 

5.1 The public realm in Wreay is 

relatively free of discordant modern 

intrusion and retains a simple and 

rural character. Roads and pavements 

are in tarmac with no historic 

surfacing evident, but the village is 

unscathed by intrusive highway lining, 

signage or other urbanising clutter. 

Lighting is low-level and mid-C20 in 

date. It is not obtrusive and any 

replacements should endeavour to be 

equally discreet. Any proposed 

highway works should recognise the 

need to respect Wreay’s strong ‘sense 

of place’ and should be designed to 

preserve its special character. Kerbing 

is standard C20 concrete although there remain a number of soft verges e.g. on the western side of 

the Brisco road, which reinforce the rural character of the area. 

Figure 16 The Mortuary Chapel viewed from the church yard of St Mary’s with 
the Losh Mausoleum in the foreground 

Figure 17 Wreay’s public realm reinforces its tranquil rural character, with 
few urban intrusions 
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6.0 Trees and Landscape 

6.1 Wreay benefits from a fine 

legacy of historic tree planting and this 

lends a green and verdant character to 

the village. Many trees are veterans 

though and new planting will be 

required to ensure a succession of tree 

cover. The scale at maturity of the 

planting – in particular the numerous 

oak trees – should be matched in new 

planting.  

6.2 Trees feature strongly in the 

village environment. Many were 

planted by the Losh family. Three lime 

trees in the centre of the village were 

planted by children from the school – 

one in memory of Sarah Losh, one for Katherine, and a third to commemorate Queen Victoria’s 

diamond jubilee in 1897. There are a number of single Tree Preservation Orders and a group 

Preservation Order around Wreay Sike Cottages, but otherwise the fine legacy of tree planting is 

unprotected.  

6.3 The simple village green with its stone commemorative sculpture and cast-iron finger post is 

an attractive heart to the village. This could be compromised if parking were to become an issue. 

Should this be the case any controls on parking should be exceptionally sensitive so as to minimise 

visual impacts. 

6.4 A notable feature of the  village is the large area of pasture due north of the Church around 

which is arrayed the principal Losh buildings of the village. Roughly oblong in shape it is bounded to 

the 

Figure 18 Specimen trees on the village green 

Figure 19 and 20 – the Millennium pinecone sculpture and restored historic cast-iron finger post 
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north by Wreay cemetery and the Mauseleum (now the Sarah Losh Heritage Centre), and to the east 

by the Brisco Road. To the west it abuts the modern village hall and to the south the cluster of highly 

significant structures around the Church of St Mary – the expansive area forming what Uglow viewed 

as the setting for a unique memorial landscape (citation). A separately commissioned study of the 

historic landscape of Wreay reinforces the view that this area of open space is important to the setting 

of the heritage assets which ring it.  

7.0 Boundaries 

7.1 The hedges walls and fences of an area can have a marked impact on its appearance. At Wreay 

the areas outside the village are typically native hedgerows with some post and wire fencing where 

this is absent.  Towards the centre of the village are low buff-stone walls, with some dry stone walling. 

Remnant estate fencing is evident on the Brisco Road. Some recent modern fencing is incongruous, 

and any future development should look to a more locally distinctive treatment.  

 

8.0 Materials 

8.1 The dominant building material in the village is stone, but this is variously a buff sandstone as 

used by Losh in her buildings, or at the Plough Inn, or a redder sandstone. The more modern buildings 

Figure 21 The expansive open pasture to the north of the Church of St Mary 

 

Figure 22 Locally distinctive boundary walling 

 

Figure 23 Buff roughly dressed coursed sandstone; mixed red and buff sandstone; and roughly- tooled and dressed ashlar 
walling 
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dating from the second half of the C20 have a wider palate of various bricks and some concrete roof 

tiles – these do not strongly reflect local character. Roofs are typically in slate on pre C20 buildings. 

While timber would have been the standard material for all windows and joinery in the village, historic 

fenestration has been lost to PVCu in recent years. This generally has an adverse visual impact 

particularly when installed in otherwise period buildings.  

8.2 The extensive stone walling in Wreay – in houses, outbuildings and boundary walling – gives 

a uniformity in materials  which contribute greatly to the character of the village.  

8.3 Rainwater goods, historically being in cast iron, are still to be seen in this material although 

modern plastic guttering is also evident. Traditional guttering is mounted on drive-in metal brackets, 

and should be replicated in new work. 

9.0 Listed buildings 

9.1 Although Wreay is a small village of some 50 or so buildings, it has a high proportion of listed 

structures. Listed buildings in Wreay are:  

• Church of St Mary (Grade II*) 

• Mortuary Chapel (Grade II) 

• Candlemas Cottage (Grade II) 

• Pompeian Cottage (Grade II) 

• Cross in Wreay Churchyard (Grade II) 

• Re-erected font in Wreay Churchyard (Grade II) 

• Sundial in Wreay Churchyard (Grade II) 

• Wreay Churchyard, Losh Mausoleum (Grade II) 

9.2 Three further buildings lie outside the village in Eden District. These are:  

• Dovecote south west of Wreay Hall Farmhouse (Grade II) (Eden District) 

• Wreay Bridge (Grade II) (Eden District) 

• Wreay Hall Mill (Grade II) (Eden District) 

9.3 Church of St Mary 

9.3.1 A chapel dedicated to St Mary is known 

to have existed in Wreay since 1319. It was 

improved in 1739 and its font – dated -1738 – 

can still be seen in the churchyard today where 

it is separately listed at Grade II. By 1840 the 

chapel was in a very dilapidated condition and 

the Losh sisters agreed to defray the cost of 

erecting a new church to the south of the old 

one, provided Sarah Losh was left unrestricted as 

to its design and building.  Figure 24 The southern elevation of Losh’s basilica-inspired 
masterpiece 
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9.3.2 Grade II* listed in 1957, the Church is in an Italian 

Romanesque style with a western gable pierced with an 

arcade of small arches. The entrance is boldly carved and the 

nave windows are Romanesque in character. The building 

iconography borrows from designs from other faiths and 

from nature, using them to illustrate her Christian beliefs – 

the pine cone and animal themes feature strongly. The 

interior features Italian green marble and Italian ebony 

panels.  

9.3.3 Throughout the design architectural references are 

freely sourced with French glasswork (retrieved from 

Archbishop’s Palace in Paris), a bronze water-pail from 

Normandy and slit windows on north and south elevations 

referencing the C14 Church of St John the Baptist in Newton 

Arlosh – the original seat of her family.  

9.3.4 Nikolaus Pevsner visited Wreay in the 1960s when 

researching his ‘Buildings of Britain’. He was astonished by Sarah Losh’s originality – ‘Asking which was 

the finest Victorian church in Cumberland, he wrote, aware of the oddity of the claim, ‘The first 

building to call out, one introduces with hesitation; for it is a crazy building without any doubt, even if 

it is a most impressive and in some ways forward-pointing building; the church at Wreay’ (Uglow p2)  

9.3.5 Pevsner highlights the originality of Losh’s 1842 Church, a basilica which anticipated 

‘Lombardic’ style, whose English examples were all built after Wreay was conceived. Decoratively, 

Pevsner writes, her symbolic carvings’ have no parallel at all’, in fact, anticipating Arts and Crafts style 

by half a century. (p212 Pevsner).  

9.3.6 Stephen Matthews writes in his 2007 book ‘Sarah Losh and Wreay Church’ that “The church 

is not just the work of one person. It is the work of one person who has chosen to work determinedly 

outside of any prevailing practice and tradition. She has selected from her wide knowledge those 

practices and traditions which meet her requirements with little or no respect for prevailing 

expectations. In fact Sarah Losh may have gone 

so far as to reconceive the nature of architecture 

and its expressive power in her own personal 

terms. Nevertheless, despite the eclecticism of 

structure, style and imagery, the work as a whole 

has a harmony and coherence. It has an artistic 

unity in conception and detail which very few 

buildings possess” Matthews P32 

 

 

 

Figure 25 The west elevation and entrance to 
the Church with its unique biological motifs 

Figure 26 Animalistic exterior carving possibly inspired by her 
readings on palaeontology 
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9.4 Mortuary Chapel  

9.4.1 Now the Sarah Losh Heritage Centre the 

Mortuary Chapel and adjacent Sextons Cottage 

were further works by Sarah Losh accompanying 

the new cemetery. The Mortuary is a close copy 

of St Piran’s Oratory in Cornwall, revealed by 

drifting sands in 1835 and thought to be one of 

the earliest Christian Churches in the country. 

The excavation was documented in antiquarian 

journals and Ms Losh replicated the structure at 

Wreay, adding her own unique detailing. The 

building is 1O metres long by 6 metres broad and 

4 metres high. Its entrances have round-headed 

arches with roll-mouldings and springers of 

carved heads with lion's heads in keystone 

position (these were not on St Piran's Oratory, 

but were added by Miss Losh). It features iron-

studded oak plank doors with slit vents. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 27 The Mortuary Chapel prior to its conversion to the 
Sarah Losh Heritage Centre 

Figure 28 Heavy studded doorway with flanking stone human 
heads and surmounted by a lion 

Figure 29 The interior of the new Heritage Centre 
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9.5 Sexton’s Cottage 

9.5.1 The Sexton’s cottage was 

built in 1835 to provide 

accommodation for the Sexton who 

would look after the new public 

cemetery. Now known as 

Candlemas Cottage and previously 

as Cemetery Cottage, the modest 

building holds in miniature many of 

the features of the Church of St 

Mary. Constructed of roughly 

coursed dressed calciferous 

sandstone it has a slate roof with a 

bottom course of stone-slates. 

Hallmark round-headed windows 

and a series of niches are a feature 

of the building. 

9.6 Pompeian Cottage  

9.6.1 Built 1830 to serve the 

school master of the new village 

school, the unusual roof form 

replicates that of a Pompeian villa 

excavated from the ash and noted 

by the Losh’s on their grand tour.  

 

 

9.7 Cross in Wreay Churchyard  

 

9.7.1 The cross was modelled on the Bewcastle Cross and 

carved around 1843 shortly after completion of the Church. 

Carved by Sarah Losh and her mason William Hudson, it is 

inscribed with carved figures, Celtic patterns, text and a Latin 

inscription to her parents John and Isabella Losh.  

 

 

Figure 30 The Grade II listed Sexton’s Cottage 

Figure 31 The Grade II listed Sexton’s Cottage 

Figure 32 Carved stone cross in Wreay Churchyard 
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9.8  Re-erected font in Wreay Churchyard  

 

9.8.1 Re-erected from the demolished Church the red sandstone font is dated 1733. It has a 

squared base, chamfered-edged column, surmounted by square shallow bowl, with moulded panels 

to each face, one dated. removed from church on rebuilding in 1842 and now forms churchyard 

ornament to left of west entrance. 

 

 

9.9 Sundial in Wreay Churchyard  

 

9.9.1 With a square chamfered base inscribed with ‘Do Today’s Work Today’ the circa 1842 

sandstone structure features characteristic eclectic Losh detailing.  

 

 

10.0 Losh Mausoleum 

 

10.1 The Mausoleam was built in 1850 by Sarah Losh for her sister Katherine (d 1835). Built in 

monolithic, cyclopean calciferous sandstone it echoes the elemental tendencies of much of Sarah’s 

architecture. Cell-like in design its narrow window gives a view of a life size marble figure of a seated 

Kathrine, sketched by Sarah near Naples in 1817. The sculpture is by David Dunbar.  

 

Awaiting Image 

Figure 33 Re-erected font  in Wreay Churchyard Figure 34 Re-erected font  in Wreay Churchyard 
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10.2 In conjunction with the nearby Cross and the stone-balustraded compound of Losh family 

graves adjacent, it comprises an austere and romantic series of hand-crafted and distinctive 

memorials. 

 

11.0 Undesignated heritage assets 

Wreay has a number of other buildings of note which are not statutorily designated but which deserve 

a special mention because of their historic associations.  

Wreay Sike 

Wreay Sike Fold 

Wreay Church of England School 

The Glebe House 

 

 

Figure 34 Losh Mausoleum 
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12.0 Opportunities for Enhancement  

12.1 Wreay has few areas where the building stock or areas of the village are in a poor condition. 

Some buildings do not reflect the high quality of the village in general – for example – the somewhat 

utilitarian village hall. It may be that should this be modified in future a higher standard of materials 

and design could be achieved. Should the area be designated a conservation area it would be hoped 

that residents and planning authorities would jointly endeavour to enhance the village further through 

safeguarding and sensitive change. This would be supported by the statutory duty placed on the 

Planning Authority by Section 72 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990, 

which states in regard to its planning functions, that ‘in the exercise, with respect to any buildings or 

other land in a conservation area….special attention shall be paid to the desirability of preserving or 

enhancing the character or appearance of that area’. 

12.2 The striking legacy of C18 and C19 tree planting is a key feature of the village and its wider 

context. Designation would offer some protection to these trees whose felling would come under 

additional conservation area controls. The present tree stock is somewhat over-mature and there may 

be further opportunity to introduce new planting to enable a succession of trees. Disease-based die 

off is evident on Brisco road. 

12.3 The opening of the Sarah Losh Visitor Centre has helped to bring an appreciation of Wreay to 

a wider audience and to illuminate the unique legacy of Sarah Losh. It may be that there are additional 

opportunities for interpretation of the wider Losh landscape and legacy elsewhere in the village – a 

useful information panel is already present.  

12.4 The public realm of Wreay is understated and enhancement here would be mainly to maintain 

rural character and to recognise this important factor in consideration of any new works. Intrusive 

lighting, signage and urbanising highway features should be either absent or carefully designed to 

respect the unique character of the hamlet. 

 

13.0 Impact of designation 

13.1 Properties within conservation areas are subject to marginally tighter controls than 

elsewhere. These controls can be summarised as: 

13.2 Some minor works to houses is no longer ‘permitted development’ and may require planning  

permission;  

13.3 Most proposals for demolition will require conservation area consent – the expectation is that 

a plan must be in place for a ‘material improvement’ arising from the redevelopment of the 

demolished site. 

13.3 Most work to trees should be notified to the Council which has six weeks to decide whether  

to impose restrictions e.g. designation of a tree protection order. 

13.4 A higher standard of design may be required within the boundary of a conservation area, or 

where development affects the setting of a conservation area. 
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14.0 Possible Wreay Conservation Area Policies 
 

14.1 If it is decided that Wreay should become a conservation area, the designation report will 

identify the range of management policies that should be introduced to secure conservation-led 

objectives, particularly managing and investing in the area in a way that secures, protects and 

enhances its intrinsic and wider special historic character, particularly in the context of development 

proposals. 

 

14.2 Policies should seek to: 

• Preserve and enhance Wreay’s historic character and distinctiveness through the sensitive  

implementation of conservation-led development management policies and actions. 

• Respect and protect the historic arrangement of buildings and related spaces when making 

planning decisions. 

• Seek to ensure that proposals involving heritage assets (including both listed and unlisted 

buildings) in the village should recognise the significance of the assets and their surroundings 

through siting, massing, form, material content and the protection/repair of historical details. All 

proposals should reinforce its special character to work with property owners to bring any 

unoccupied historic buildings into sustainable use. 

• Recognise the need to fully understand and appreciate the settlement’s special historical qualities 

and the strengths and weaknesses through the preparation and adoption of a full Wreay 

Conservation Area Character Appraisal. An appraisal will include the important information and 

evidence that will underpin and guide development management policies. An appraisal is a public 

document where members of the local community will be invited to make contributions during its 

preparation and help in its delivery. Historic England states that adopted appraisals are a material 

consideration when making planning decisions. The appraisal will be reviewed on a regular basis.  

• To acknowledge that places change and that decision making should recognise the need to manage 

that change in a way that maintains and strengthens Wreay’s special qualities and starts to reverse 

some of the changes that have happened in the recent past which dilute and compromise the visual 

and historic integrity of the hamlet. The adoption of a Management Plan will guide and, if 

necessary, direct the process of change and inform reaction to unforeseen demands. 

• To give special recognition to the Village’s historic hinterland. The boundary/field hedges and 

mature trees are an intrinsic part of its historic composition and greatly enhance the appearance 

of Wreay and the views to and from the settlement. This immediate rural setting should be cared 

for and managed to ensure that trees and bushes are gradually replaced as and when they start to 

die back in order to maintain the setting of the village. 

• To ensure that where changes to heritage assets have been agreed, recording and interpretation 

will be undertaken to document the assets historic significance and the information gained made 

publicly available through the Historic Environment Record (HER). 
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15.0 Possible Conservation Area Boundary 
 

15.1 If it is decided that Wreay should become a conservation area a boundary must be identified. 

The conservation area boundary should be coherent and, wherever possible, follow features on the 

ground such as field boundaries and paths. It should not be drawn too tightly and exclude integral 

parts on the edges but equally should not include elements without special interest to avoid devaluing 

the designation. The boundary should be drawn to ensure that Wreay’s immediate rural setting is 

adequately protected – this is particularly significant given the importance of trees and hedgerows in 

the historic shape and composition of the village’s hinterland.  

15.2 Clearly any conservation area at Wreay must contain those buildings of historic interest 

including the Church, Pompeian Cottage, the Mortuary Chapel and Candlemas Cottage. Inevitably 

then the boundary would also include the village hall, which while not in keeping with the character 

of the village, does feature in the village’s social life. The western boundary of the conservation area 

should include this, as it should the School and Glebe House. To the north, any boundary should 

include the Cemetery, the Chapel of Rest and Candlemas Cottage. The eastern boundary should 

include the bulk of the village of Wreay, encompassing Wreay Sike ands running southwards to take 

in the Plough Inn and adjacent cottages. Some modern development falls within this boundary but 

should be included to protect the village comprehensively from inappropriate development. The 

boundary could usefully end at the cottages south of the Plough Inn, encompassing the C19 footprint 

of the village and the critical area of farmland which penetrates its centre and creates the setting for 

its most important buildings.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15.3 There are a number of conservation area boundary options to be considered.  

They are:  

15.4 Option 1: No Conservation Area 

15.4.1 This will leave the village and its immediate hinterland open to possible change which could 

damage its unique historical character. It could also lead to adversely altering the established balance 

between the natural and cultivated landscape which surrounds and penetrates the hamlet, its 

buildings and open spaces.  

 

15.4.2 The exceptional views to and from Wreay would not have the level of protection necessary in 

view of the national and international significance of its heritage assets.  
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15.5 Option 2: A conservation area confined largely to the built envelope 

15.5.1 A conservation area which enwraps most of the built form of Wreay but which would be 

fairly closely drawn to the boundaries of building curtilages. The area of informal grazing land with 

its parkland character to the east of Wreay would be excluded.  

15.5.2 The boundary shown below reflects this, although to the Wreay Sike Cottages area the 

boundary steps back from the curtilages, following the 300m contour level and providing some 

buffer with the agricultural land beyond.  

 

Figure 35 Option 2 – A conservation area confined largely to the built envelope 
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15.6 Option 3: A conservation area including the eastern ‘parkland setting’ 

15.6.1 Inclusion of the land east of Sarah Losh’s cousin William Septimus’s residence at Wreay Sike 

– studded with its now mature broadleaved trees it presents a striking parkland setting for the 

village from its prominent southern approach. With the railway cutting as its natural eastern 

boundary.   

 

Figure 36 A conservation area including the eastern ‘parkland setting’ 

 

16.0 Next Steps 

16.1 Following authorisation of this draft document from the City Council Executive, a period of 

public consultation will begin in autumn 2019 to determine public views on the proposed Wreay 

Conservation Area. A formal response form will be added to this draft document.  

For further information contact: 

R Higgins 

Conservation & Urban Design Officer 

Planning Policy, Economic Development, Carlisle City Council, Civic Centre, Rickergate, Carlisle 

CA3 8QG tel: 01228 81707 email:roger.higgins@carlisle.gov.uk 
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Appendix 1 List Entries 

POMPEIAN COTTAGE 

Heritage Category: Listed Building 

Grade: II 

List Entry Number: 1087761 

Date first listed: 22-Sep-1983 

Statutory Address: POMPEIAN COTTAGE 

County: Cumbria 

District: Carlisle (District Authority) 

Parish: St. Cuthbert Without 

National Grid Reference: NY 43372 49018 

Details 

ST CUTHBERT WITHOUT WREAY NY 44 NW 

11/35 Pompeian Cottage II 

House. Circa 183O by Sarah Losh as replica of house excavated at Pompeii. Caliciferous sandstone rubble walls 

and slate roof with bottom courses of stone-slates. 2 storeys, single bay with single bay extension to right 

under same roof and extension to rear. 2-light casement windows, sloping half gable roof and brick chimney 

stacks. Gabled 2 storey extension to rear of single bay now forms entrance. Sarah Losh travelled extensively in 

Italy and brought back many ideas for buildings, this being built for the village schoolmaster. 

Listing NGR: NY4337249018 

Legal 

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 as amended for 

its special architectural or historic interest. 

 

WREAY CHURCHYARD, LOSH MAUSOLEUM 

Heritage Category: Listed Building 

Grade: II 

List Entry Number: 1335501 

Date first listed: 22-Sep-1983 

Statutory Address: WREAY CHURCHYARD, LOSH MAUSOLEUM 

County: Cumbria 

District: Carlisle (District Authority) 

Parish: St. Cuthbert Without 

National Grid Reference: NY 43486 48973 

Details 

ST CUTHBERT WITHOUT WREAY NY 44 NW 11/31 Wreay Churchyard, Losh Mausoleum II 

 

Mausoleum, 1850 by Sarah Losh for her sister Katherine Losh (died 1835). Quarry-cut Cyclopean blocks of 

calciferous sandstone to walls. Single-storey, 7 one bay. Entrance has vertical plank door flanked by lancets 

with vertical iron bars. Projected cornice, blocking course and flat roof. Single chamber has white marble 

statue of. Katherine Losh by David Dunbar, dated 185O, based on a sketch by Sarah near Naples in 1817. On 

walls are medallions in marble to John and Isabella Losh, also by Dunbar. Statue illustrated, Country Life, 4 

November. 971. p.1231. 

Listing NGR: NY4348648973 

Sources 
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Books and journals 

'Country Life' in 4 November, (1971), 1231 

Legal 

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 as amended for 

its special architectural or historic interest. 

 

CROSS IN WREAY CHURCHYARD 

Heritage Category: Listed Building 

Grade: II 

List Entry Number: 1087759 

Date first listed: 22-Sep-1983 

Statutory Address: CROSS IN WREAY CHURCHYARD 

County: Cumbria 

District: Carlisle (District Authority) 

Parish: St. Cuthbert Without 

National Grid Reference: NY 43507 48969 

Details 

NY 44 NW 11/32  

ST CUTHBERT WITHOUT WREAY Cross in Wreay Churchyard 

Cross. 1835 by Sarah Losh. Carved calciferous sandstone. Tapered column with carved figures and Celtic 

designs in alternating panels, surmounted by triform cross. Erected as memorial, with latin inscription to John 

and Isabella Losh (parents of Sarah Losh) and based on the Bewcastle Cross. 

Listing NGR: NY4350748969 

Legal 

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 as amended for 

its special architectural or historic interest. 

  

RE-ERECTED FONT IN WREAY CHURCHYARD 

Heritage Category: Listed Building 

Grade: II 

List Entry Number: 1335502 

Date first listed: 22-Sep-1983 

Statutory Address: RE-ERECTED FONT IN WREAY CHURCHYARD 

County: Cumbria 

District: Carlisle (District Authority) 

Parish: St. Cuthbert Without 

National Grid Reference: NY 43510 48923 

Details 

ST CUTHBERT WITIIOIJT WREAY NY 44 NW 11/33 Re-erected font in Wreay Churchyard 

Font dated 1733 (church guide says 1738) from earlier church. Red sandstone. Squared base, chamfered-

edged column, surmounted by square shallow bowl, with moulded panels to each face, one dated. removed 

from church on rebuilding in 1842 and now forms churchyard ornament to left of west entrance. 

Listing NGR: NY4351048923 

Legal 

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 as amended for 

its special architectural or historic interest.  

 

SUNDIAL IN WREAY CHURCHYARD 

Heritage Category: Listed Building 
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Grade: II 

List Entry Number: 1087760 

Date first listed: 22-Sep-1983 

Statutory Address: SUNDIAL IN WREAY CHURCHYARD 

Statutory Address: SUNDIAL IN WREAY CHURCHYARD 

County: Cumbria 

District: Carlisle (District Authority) 

Parish: St. Cuthbert Without 

National Grid Reference: NY 43514 48914 

Details 

ST CUTHBERT WITHOUT WREAY NY 44 NW 11/34 Sundial in Wreay Churchyard 

Sundial. Circa 1842 for Sarah Losh. Sandstone with brass dial. Square chamfered base inscribed DO TODAY'S 

WORK TODAY, rounded column with carved pine-cones, caped by carved sunflower head surmounted by dial 

with Roman numerals. Forms churchyard ornament to right of west entrance to church. 

Listing NGR: NY4351448914 

Legal 

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 as amended for 

its special architectural or historic interest. 

 

CHURCH OF ST MARY 

Heritage Category: Listed Building 

Grade: II* 

List Entry Number: 1087758 

Date first listed: 01-Apr-1957 

Statutory Address: CHURCH OF ST MARY 

Location 

Statutory Address: CHURCH OF ST MARY 

County: Cumbria 

District: Carlisle (District Authority) 

Parish: St. Cuthbert Without 

National Grid Reference: NY 43525 48921 

Details 

ST CUTHBERT WITHOUT WREAY NY 44 NW 11/30 Church of St Mary 

Church. 184O-42 by Sarah Losh, with sculptural stonework by William Hindson, erected by estate workers at 

her own expense. Dressed sandstone walls, stone- slate roof. 4 bay nave with semicircular apse. Romanesque 

style showing both French and Italian influence. Nave has 4 round-headed windows to each side, with triple 

clerestory windows above. 2 gargoyles to each side representing reptiles. Apse has recessed and round-

headed niches with clerestory arcading above. West gable entrance has round-headed arch decorated with 

roll-moulding of formalised water-lilies and pine-cone motifs. 3 round-headed windows over entrance with 

rising arcade of small windows above, surmounted by stone bellcote with carved stone eagle. Down steps to 

right of entrance, is a small stone-enclosed well. Interior on 3 levels, sunken body, steps up to apse. Apse is 

surrounded by arcade of 14 columns with carved capitals. Ceiling of pine panels and trusses of oak, floor of 

sandstone slabs. Seating of oak and Spanish chestnut, other chairs and pulpit of carved local bog oak and 

ebony: lecturns of carved chestnut representing eagle and pelican on bog oak stands: pulpit of carved bog oak. 

Font of varved alabaster by Sarah Losh and W.S. Losh: altar of green Italian marble on brass eagles. Non-

figurative stained glass partly of re-used glass from Archbishop's Palace, Paris. Carved wooden archangles on 

either side of chancel arch. Carved wood and other details by local craftsmen. Built close, or on site of, 

medieval church which was totally demolished on rebiJilding, except for font (now in churchyard, listed 



WREAY 
POTENTIAL FOR DESIGNATION OF A CONSERVATION AREA (DRAFT v1) 

 

32 | P a g e  
 

separately), re-used corbel stone above entrance to boiler house, and some re-used timber. See, Pevsner, 

Buildings of England, Cumberland & Westmorland, p. 212; Country Life, 4 November, 1971 p. 123O-31.  

Listing NGR: NY4352548921 

Sources 

Books and journals 

Pevsner, N, The Buildings of England: Cumberland and Westmorland, (1967), 212 

'Country Life' in 4 November, (1971), 1230-31 

Legal 

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 as amended for 

its special architectural or historic interest. 

 

MORTUARY CHAPEL 

Heritage Category: Listed Building 

Grade: II 

List Entry Number: 1087757 

Date first listed: 22-Sep-1983 

Statutory Address: MORTUARY CHAPEL 

Location 

County: Cumbria 

District: Carlisle (District Authority) 

Parish: St. Cuthbert Without 

National Grid Reference: NY 43425 49217 

Details 

ST CUTHBERT WITHOUT WREAY NY 44 NY 11/29 Mortuary Chapel II 

Chapel to adjoining cemetery. Circa 1835 by Sarah Losh. Dressed calciferous sandstone, stone-slate roof. Single 

storey and one bay: built as a reconstructed copy of St Perran's Oratory found at Perranzabuloe, Cornwall in 

1835, in drifting sand dunes and thought at the time to be the earliest Christian church in the country. 

Approximately 1O metres long by 6 metres broad and 4 metres high. Entrances in east and south walls have 

round-headed arches with roll-mouldings and spingers of carved heads with lion's head in key position (these 

were not on St Perran's Oratory, but were added by Miss Losh). Single window in south wall has roll-moulding 

surround with round-head and diamond leaded casement: window in east wall is a round-headed splayed 

lancet. Iron-studded oak plank doors with slit vents. Projecting purlins to gables with slates carried over. 

Interior has stone wall seats. Now used as a store shed for the Sexton's Cottage nearby. 

Listing NGR: NY4342549217 

Legal 

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 as amended for 

its special architectural or historic interest. 

 

Candlemas Cottage 

Heritage Category: Listed Building. 

Grade: II. 

List Entry Number:  1087756. 

Date first listed: 22-Sep-1983. 

Statutory Address: Candlemas Cottage, Wreay, Carlisle, CA4 0RJ. 

Statutory County: Cumbria. 

District: Carlisle (District Authority). 

Parish: St. Cuthbert Without. 

National Grid Reference: NY 43460 49232. 

Details 
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This list entry was subject to a Minor Amendment on 08/02/2018 

NY 44 NW 11/28 

ST CUTHBERT WITHOUT WREAY Candlemas Cottage 

(Formerly listed as Sexton's Cottage) 

II Cottage. Formerly known as Cemetery Cottage, circa 1835 by Sarah Losh, for Sexton of Wreay Church. 

Dressed calciferous sandstone walls, slate roof with bottom course of stone-slates, C20 brick chimney stack. 

One and a half storeys, two bays. Entrance has plank door in plain surround, flanked by two round-headed 

window with same surrounds: windows C20 two-light iron casements. Rear wall has similar round-headed 

windows, with arched small round-headed attic windows of five lights each. C20 flat-roofed left extension and 

right garage extension not included. 

Listing NGR: NY4346049232 . 

Legal 

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 as amended for 

its special architectural or historic interest. 

 

DOVECOTE SOUTH WEST OF WREAY HALL FARMHOUSE 

Heritage Category: Listed Building 

Grade: II 

List Entry Number: 1326723 

Date first listed: 24-Oct-1986 

Statutory Address: DOVECOTE SOUTH WEST OF WREAY HALL FARMHOUSE 

Location 

County: Cumbria 

District: Eden (District Authority) 

Parish: Hesket 

National Grid Reference: NY4420748467 

Details 

NY 44 NW HESKET WREAY 

1/198 Dovecote south-west of Wreay Hall Farmhouse 

Dovecote. Early C18. Dressed calciferous sandstone walls, with eaves modillions, under pyramidal graduated 

greenslate roof with lead ridges; open wooden lantern. Single-storey octagonal dovecote with side doorway. 

Interior has remains of its original shelves. See Transactions Cumberland & Westmorland Antiquarian & 

Archaeological Society, old series, ix, pp.423-4. 

Listing NGR: NY4420748467  

Sources 

Books and journals 

'Transactions Cumberland and Westmorland Antiquarian and Archaeological Society' in Transactions 

Cumberland and Westmorland Antiquarian and Archaeological Society, , Vol. 9, (), 423-4 

Legal 

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 as amended for 

its special architectural or historic interest. 

 

WREAY BRIDGE 

Heritage Category: Listed Building 

Grade: II 

List Entry Number: 1290339 

Date first listed: 24-Oct-1986 

Statutory Address: WREAY BRIDGE 

County: Cumbria 
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District: Carlisle (District Authority) 

Parish: St. Cuthbert Without 

County: Cumbria 

District: Eden (District Authority) 

Parish: Hesket 

National Grid Reference: NY4406548520 

NY 44 NW 1/199  

HESKET WREAY 

Wreay Bridge 

Roadbridge over River Petteril. 1830's. Red sandstone ashlar with channelled joints and voussoirs. 3 segmental 

arches on 2 rounded piers, under string course and coped solid parapet.  

Listing NGR: NY 44065 48520  

Legal 

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 as amended for 

its special architectural or historic interest. 

 

WREAY HALL MILL 

Heritage Category: Listed Building 

Grade: II 

List Entry Number: 1391527 

Date first listed: 21-Jul-2005 

Statutory Address: WREAY HALL MILL 

County: Cumbria 

District: Eden (District Authority) 

Parish: Hesket 

National Grid Reference: NY 44193 49112 

Summary 

Details 

1791/0/10006  

HESKET, WREAY, Wreay Hall Mill  

Water-powered corn mill and attached drying kiln. Dated 1663 and 1808, with later architect unknown. Rock-

faced red sandstone with dressed sandstone quoins beneath sandstone and slate roof coverings. PLAN: L-

shaped plan form with the kiln house stepped back from the main elevation and with an attached brick and 

rock-faced sandstone wheelhouse outshut to rear. EXTERIOR: Main east elevation has doorway to kilns with 

timber door on ground floor, small window with two vertical iron bars on upper floor and roof vent above. Mill 

has chamfered door surround with timber door at north end of structure with stone lintel above door and two 

date stones above lintel. Oldest date stone has triangular inset with initials and date carved in relief, youngest 

date stone is carved with three lines of initials above date. Ground-floor window to left of door with timber-

doored opening on upper floor above. Aperture for drive shaft to left of window. South gable has central 

ground-floor window and timber-doored opening on first floor. Rear elevation has timber-doored opening on 

upper floor of mill. Outshut contains in situ waterwheel, entrance doorway on west elevation, opening on 

north elevation. Kiln house has two small windows, one on ground floor one on upper floor, and two ground 

floor vertical wall vents. North gable has five rectangular vent or putlog holes on upper floor. INTERIOR: 

Ground floor contains main drive machinery from wheelhouse including primary and secondary gear wheels, 

drive shafts and a hoist. Timber ceiling to ground floor. Access from ground floor of mill to original brick-built 

drying kiln Timber stairs to former stone floor of mill which contains timber floor, the hoist wheel and timber 

roof structure. Upper floor of kiln house has timber floor and timber roof structure.  

HISTORY: Date stones suggest an earlier building of 1663, remodelled in 1808. Both date stones are initialled.  
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Sources: Unpublished information provided by the applicant. Davies-Shiel, M. Watermills of Cumbria. See 

http://www.cumbria-industries.org.uk/corn.htm  

 

Wreay Hall Mill is of special architectural interest as a water-powered corn or grist mill, thought to have been 

built in 1663,subsequently remodelled in 1803, and retaining much of its machinery, its water wheel and 

drying kiln.  

Sources 

Books and journals 

Shiel, M Davies , Watermills of Cumbria, (1978) 

Legal 

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 as amended for 

its special architectural or historic interest. 
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